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to Mr. Owen’s opinion my own experience has proved to me
that in certain favourable cases when the surgeon has
sufficient knowledge of mechanical therapeutic measures the
patient need not be wholly confined to bed for any long
period at all, but in every case when the symptoms point to
activity on the part of the disease the patient should at once
be put to bed or on a prone couch. For this reason it seems
to me hardly proper to speak of the modern ambulatory
treatment of caries of the spine." I have notes of many
cases of caries of the spine in which I have employed
Chance’s splint as an element in treatment. My own opinion
is that the results thus obtained compare most favourably
with those I have seen in cases treated by the instruments
and methods that Mr. Owen advocates.
I am. Sirs, yours faithfullv.
J. JACKSON CLARKE.
Old Cavendish-street, W., Oct. 13th, 1900. 
"THE VALUE OF ANTI-STREPTOCOCCIC
SERUM."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;Anti-streptococcic serum is only supposed to be of
use in streptococcic infection-that is, in cases where the
streptococci have actually.got into the circulation. The two
cases recorded by Dr. G. S. Walton in THE LANCET of
Oct. 20th, p. 1132, are undoubtedly cases of saprsemia, or
septic intoxication. With reference to the first case there is
no mention of local treatment for the " putrid " lochia, which
were apparently the cause of the trouble. I certainly con-
sider that proper and efficient douching would have been
more efficacious in this case, and would probably have saved
the patient the trouble of a relapse. I am at a loss to under-
stand why Dr. Walton attributes the cure of this case to the
anti-streptococcic serum, as large numbers of similar cases
recover without any treatment whatsoever.
1 am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Newcastle-on-T ne. R. P. RANKEN LYLE.
THE BATTLE OF THE CLUBS: A SUC-
CESSFUL PRECEDENT.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;The fifth annual meeting of the Eastbourne Pro-
vident Medical Association was recently held, and the report
read showed that the association was in a healthy and well-
established condition. There are 10 medical men on our
acting staff and we have a membership of nearly 4000 persons.
The gross income for the year ending August 31st, 1900, was
.61071 9s. 9d. Our working expenses have been reduced to
15 per cent. and the remainder goes directly to the members
of the acting staff. During the year we have adopted the
plan of employing only one collector instead of two ; and
this has proved successful, as the work is now done not only
more cheaply but also more efficiently.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Eastbourne, Oct. 23rd,
A. HARPER,
Honorary Secretary, Eastbourne Provident
1900. Medical Association.
" THE NOTIFICATION OF PLAGUE."
To the Editrrrs of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-I should like to be allowed to make a few remarks
upon the annotation in THE LANCET of Oct. 20th
(p. 1148), commenting upon the letters of Dr. Thomas
Colvin and Sir William T. Gairdner, in which they deal
with an apparent weakness in the Notification Acts.
This weakness is not, 1 think, so great as might at first
sight appear, and hardly calls for modification of the Acts
as suggested by Sir William Gairdner. The certificate
which is usually given by practitioners states, 11 I hereby
certify that in my opinion such a person is suffering from a
certain disease." But in actual practice a medical officer
of health treats with the greatest respect a certificate
upon which a query is placed after the name of the
disease, and if given in good faith would certainly
pass such a certificate through for payment by his
authority, even though the subsequent history of the
case proved the suspicion of the nature of the ailment to
have been unfounded. Most assuredly would this be so
with such grave diseases as plague or small-pox. Indeed,
we always say that we would rather have half a dozen
cases of chicken-pox notified as small-pox than miss the
very earliest information of the occurrence of a single case
of small-pox. It is well known that in most of our large
towns an opportunity is afforded to medical men of verifying
suspicious cases of diphtheria. Material is submitted
for bacterioscopic examination and if no bacilli are found
the practitioner in attendance is asked if he is still
of opinion that he is dealing with a case of diphtheria. If
he replies in the ’affirmative the usual steps as to isola-
tion, &c., are taken and the case is recorded as
one of diphtheria; if he replies in the negative no
action’is taken with regard to the notification ; but in either
instance he receives payment for the certificate, and it would
be manifestly unfair to adopt any other course. I cannot
recall ever having received a certificate not given in good
faith, and I can hardly think that my experience is unusual.
It is not by any means limited, for nearly 3000 certificates
were addressed to me last year, and I fear this year I shall
receive almost as many.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
I Oct. 22nd, 1900. HERBERT JONES,Medical Officer of Health, Rhondda, South Wales.
" THE SMOKE NUISANCE."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-The letter under the above heading in THE LANCET
of Oct. 13th (p. 1093) does not refer to Section 21 of the Public
Health (London) Act, according to which the vestry is com.
pelled, on receipt of a memorial signed by 10 inhabitants, to
take proceedings against the factory creating the nuisance.
According to my experience, however, I find that the clerk
of the vestry does not always take notice of such memorials,
even when his own medical officer of health sympathises with
the memorialists. Of course you can take out a mandamus;
but is it not rather a remarkable thing that the inhabitants of
a parish should be put to great expense through litigation in
order to compel their own vestry clerk to do his duty ? 
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Oct. 22nd, 1900. L. R.
*** The preventable damage to life and property from fou
smoke, is now recognised by the press and the public alike as
being enormous. In the case of any vestry clerk acting in
this way a statement of the circumstances properly vouched
for should at once be sent to the press, when reform will
follow.-ED. L.
THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS :" THE REASON WHY."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-May I ask "the reason why" in the following
queries with reference to the Royal Army Medical Corps ? 
1. Why is the "Fassing-out" Examination at the Army
Medical School, Netley, carried out solely by the professors
of that school who are themselves the teachers of the school
and not by independent examiners ? 
2. Why do Lieutenants R.A.M.C. become Captains
R.A.M.C. without any test whatever of their knowledge of
the special duties of their corps, while all other army
lieutenants have to pass special tests for their captaincies ? 
A "deadly seniority" alone ensures promotion to the captain’s
grade in the R.A.M.C.
3. Why is the technical examination for promotion to
Majors of Captains R.A.M.C. in purely Royal Army Medical
Corps military and administrative duties so unthorough, so
narrow in its scope that it forms, so far as knowledge of the
military and administrative duties of the Royal Army Medical
Corps are concerned, a perfectly valueless test from its
shallowness and superficialness? It generally consists simply
of five or six written questions of babylike simplicity such
as any Staff Sergeant R.A.M.C. could assuredly pass.
4. What is a Lieutenant-Colonel R.A.M.C. ? He passes
no examination test, writes no thesis, and produces no plan
of medical field duties whatever, although his combatant
brother has to undergo a special examination for tactical
fitness for command before promotion. Surely an officer of
the medical service should not by mere monotonous and
deadly seniority, without any efficiency test whatever, reach
this essentially important post ? Here, again, the merest
seniority ensures promotion.
